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Biosecurity & Invasive Species 

The Local Authority Waters and Communities Officer highlights that biosecurity best practice is critical to 

break such pathways and the need inspect, remove, wash and dry all equipment or clothing will help 

reduce the risk of spreading pathogens and invasive alien species. To help stop the spread of alien 

invasive species it is critical that users wash and dry their equipment especially when traveling between 

different catchments and water courses. It is also critically important that on every occasion a user leaves a 

watercourse or a catchment that canoes, kayaks and boards should be inspected for aquatic vegetation, 

mud, materials or living organisms / materials. All such materials should be removed on site. 

As a minimum, Blueway developers should incorporate the ‘Check – Clean – Dry’ message within their 

visitor information.   

It is recommended the following notice appears on information boards, publications and websites for all 

freshwater Blueways. 

Check – Check vessels, equipment and clothing for living plants and animals. Pay particular attention to 

areas that are damp and hard to inspect. 

Clean – Clean and wash all vessels and equipment thoroughly with freshwater 

Dry – When removing a vessel, trailer and other equipment drain water from every area that can hold 

water before leaving the site. Clothing / equipment should be thoroughly dried for as long as possible 

before it is used elsewhere.  

Crayfish Plague Guidance  

With specific reference to the outbreak of Crayfish Plague users are asked to remain within their own local 

area. If gear needs to be moved gear and boats should be thoroughly washed and dried for at least 48 

hours before going to another catchment / water course. 

Caution: Care should be taken when using hot water to avoid burns to the skin or eye contact. 

 Drain water from watercraft. 

 Inspect watercraft (inside and out) and other gear. Remove and safely dispose of all attached 

plant and animal material, mud or debris. 

 Rinse and disinfect all gear thoroughly this should be followed by a 48-hour drying period. Milton 

can be used as a disinfectant, either make a solution or a spray or by washing gear in water over 

40 degrees. 

 Disinfecting kayaks/canoes/paddles with (Virkon / Milton Solution) or power hose with hot water 

over 60 degrees Celsius this should be followed by a 48-hour drying period. 

 Try to avoid paddling in the water bodies inflected with Crayfish Plague if they are not your local 

river. This will help prevent the spread of Crayfish Plague to other waterways. 

 For anyone travelling to compete in any competition or event, please wash and dry your gear 

before competing and make use of wash stations at events before you leave. 


