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Blueway Signage Guidelines  

Principles Relating to Signs 

 A balance must be made between providing sufficient minimal signage to encourage and give 

practical support to the user while not undermining the aesthetic value of the trail through 

sign clutter and the urbanising of the unspoilt or wilderness experience. 

 Signage should where possible animate the Blueway and encourage the participant to do 

more. 

 Signage should confer quality and be consistent. 

 Positive signs indicating what is possible should where practical be used in preference to signs 

which indicate limitations. 

Brand Guidelines will be issued to Blueway Developers once their Blueway is fully accredited. 

Irish Language  

The Official Languages Act (Republic of Ireland only) sets out the statutory requirements regarding the 

use of the Irish language by public bodies. Most Blueways will be developed or funded by public 

bodies and hence it is likely that these requirements will apply. The following is an excerpt of some of 

these requirements: 

 Place names on information signs must be in both Irish and English except: 

 In Gaeltacht areas, where the names of places should be in Irish only. 

 Where the spelling of a place name is similar in both languages, in which case only the Irish 

form of the name should be shown  

 All Irish text should be in italic print, in lower case lettering, with initial letters in capitals. 

 Irish script should be inclined to the right at an angle of 15 degrees to the vertical. All English 

text should be in upper case roman letters  

Note that the content of Blueway information panels must be presented in Irish and English, including 

Gaeltacht areas. To identify the correct spelling of a place-name in Irish, consult www.logainm.ie 

The use of icons instead of text on signs reduces the difficulty in comprehending sign content for 

non-native speakers of Irish and English. 

Directional Signs to the Blueway  

 Directions to the main entry trailheads along the Blueway should be signed. Signing should 

commence at the nearest town, village or junction with the nearest national road. Thereafter 

all junctions from the first sign en-route to the trailhead must be signed. 

 

 Minor trailheads may be signed similarly to the main trailheads if required. The main 

trailheads should be easy to find however it may not be appropriate to provide directional 

signs from centres of local population and national roads to all of the trailheads due to sign 

costs as well as the risk of confusion where there are signs to multiple Blueway entry points in 

the same area. 

 

 Signs which are used on Public Roads in the Republic of Ireland should follow the guidelines 

within DTTAS Traffic Signs Manual – See Section 4.22 ‘Tourist Attractions and Facilities’ 2010 

http://www.dttas.ie/roads/publications/english/traffic-signs-manual-2010  

http://www.dttas.ie/roads/publications/english/traffic-signs-manual-2010


 

 

 

 

 Signs which are used on Public Roads in Northern Ireland should follow the guidelines within 

Transport NI ‘The Signing of Tourism Attractions and Facilities’ 2014 

https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/drd/the-signing-of-

tourist-attractions-and-facilities-rsppg-e029.pdf  

Blueway Trailhead Signage  

Trailhead Entrance / Identifier Sign  

 

In many cases, a trailhead entrance or identifier sign may be required to identify the trailhead / access 

points.  The requirement for a trail head information panel to be in close proximity to the water often 

means they can be hidden within busy car parks. 

 

This trailhead entrance or identifier sign will therefore provide reassurance the visitor is in the right 

place. It should: 

 be clearly visible to passing traffic 

 not block visibility to those entering or exiting the site / car park 

 never be used in place of a white on brown road sign / directional sign  

 

Trailhead Information Panels  

 

Trailhead information panels should be: 

 

 clearly visible from the car park 

 positioned so as not to impact visitor flow i.e. visitors reading the panel should not disturb the 

flow of vehicles or people throughout the site  

 

If a trailhead combines water and land-based trails it is good practice to separate the information 

relating to the individual activities e.g. one panel for a paddling trail and one panel for a walking trail.  

An overview panel may be useful to provide insight into the spatial relationship of the component 

trails. 

 

It is recommended that trailhead panels have a secure updateable section to update visitors on 

frequently changing aspects for example events, trail closures etc.  

 

 

Water Based Trails - Trailhead Information Panels  

For the majority of newly developed Blueways, the water-based trail will be the new element.  

Trailhead information panels should be placed close to the water.  If the access point is not obvious 

from the location of the trailhead information panel then additional directional signage may be 

required.  Trailhead signage for water-based trails should include: 

Trail Description detailing: 

 Named Access & Egress Point 

 Distance Km 

 Duration  

 Difficulty 

 Short Description  

Map – a large simple trail map  

https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/drd/the-signing-of-tourist-attractions-and-facilities-rsppg-e029.pdf
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/drd/the-signing-of-tourist-attractions-and-facilities-rsppg-e029.pdf


 

 

 

 A clear legend of symbols  

 A scale plus kilometre marker 

 A north pointer 

 The complete trail section
1
 

 ‘You are Here’ pointer 

 Start and Finish Locations 

 All defined access & egress points 

 Location of obstructions, hazards or increase in difficulty 

Other  

 Key contacts and emergency information  

 Method for visitor feedback – website / email / phone number 

 Responsibility Statement   

 Invasive Species Messaging – See Appendix 9  

Maps must be oriented to suit the map board location for trails next to open water (note this might 

not be North up)  

Water Based Trails – On trail signage  

Signage along water-based trails should be kept to a minimum so as not to ruin the natural aesthetic. 

However, the following signs may be required: 

 Colour coded indicator markers – indicating the safe or navigable heights of water levels at 

access points on river Blueways. These indicators may make use of existing structures such as 

bridges or slipway walls  

 Flags or Wind Socks – are useful to indicate wind strength/direction and also identify 

access/egress points from the water  

 Confirmatory signs -are only to be used where essential, for example where there are multiple 

indistinct choices some of which have the potential to significantly undermine the Blueway 

experience – for example routes around river islands  

Water Based Trails – Portages  

Portages should be provided on inland trails where either the route on the Blueway is impassable for 

example the presence of a dam or if the route is beyond the ability of the target Blueway user, for 

example the presence of a weir or rapid on a placid water trail. 

 The portage egress should be clearly identifiable from the waterway, either due to the 

visibility of infrastructure or if necessary appropriate signage.  Where the egress for the 

portage is reasonably visible from the water, a small courtesy egress sign might be located at 

this site so as to provide reassurance to the Blueway user.  

 The portage route should be safe, as short as possible, clearly identifiable, have a suitable 

surface and an appropriate egress and access point to the water. Portage is not preferable on 

Blueways. 

Land Based Trails  

                                                      
1
 For paddling trails this should be a line however Blueway sites incorporating may indicate areas for 

snorkelling or kayaking  



 

 

 

Where Blueways incorporate land-based trails i.e. waking and cycling trails that are already in 

existence then is it acceptable to utilise existing trailhead information panels, signage and waymarking 

as long as they meet the Sport Ireland – Management Standards for Recreational Trails.  

However, the development of the Blueway may provide an opportunity to refresh the trailhead panels 

to follow the Blueway brand and therefore be consistent with the water-based trails.   

All new signage and waymarking on land based trails should conform to the requirements of the 

Sport Ireland – Management Standards for Recreational Trails.  

 


