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1. How does the NGB apply for recognition? 

 The applicant body will request a formal meeting with Sport Ireland to discuss its 

proposed application and the process prior to submitting a formal application for 

recognition as an NGB to Sport Ireland. Sport Ireland has no obligation to consider an 

application from an applicant body in relation to a sport which is similar to a sport of an 

existing Sport Ireland recognised NGB . 

 

 In the case that two or more bodies (whether one of them (or both of them) are an 

applicant body or an existing NGB) are currently organising the development and 

regulation of a sport or sports which are similar (as determined by Sport Ireland), Sport 

Ireland may require those bodies to apply to Sport Ireland for recognition on the basis 

that they will co-operate with each other and form an umbrella body for the governance 

of the sport or sports.  

 

 In a case where there is an existing NGB recognised by Sport Ireland organising the 

development and regulation of a sport or sports which is similar to the sport or sports in 

relation to which the applicant seeks recognition, Sport Ireland may recommend that the 

applicant body should seek affiliation to, or to develop a formal relationship with, the 

existing NGB. 

 

 The completed application form, together with a covering letter and the required 

supporting documentation should be returned to Sport Ireland. 

 

Written applications can be sent to: 

 

Sport Ireland |The Courtyard|Sport Ireland National Sports Campus|  

Snugborough Road| Blanchardstown| Dublin 15|D15 PN0N 

 

Electronic correspondence can be sent to: 

 

recognition@sportireland.ie 

 

2. What is the assessment process? 

 
Full details on the assessment process can be found in Sport Ireland’s Recognition Criteria for 
National Governing Bodies of Sport 2018. 
 
 

3. What assessment criteria does Sport Ireland use? 

 
Full details on the assessment criteria used by Sport Ireland in considering applications for 
recognition can be found in Sport Ireland’s Recognition Criteria for National Governing Bodies 
of Sport 2018. 
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4. Is NGB recognition awarded for a limited time? 

 

 Organisations that successfully complete the initial recognition process will be given 
probation status for two years prior to securing full recognition by Sport Ireland. 

 

 During the probation period the organisation will be monitored by Sport Ireland to 
assess its ongoing capability and adherence to the recognition criteria. 

 

 During the probation period the organisation will not be eligible to apply for Sport 
Ireland funding, but will be required to provide reports as required by Sport Ireland. 
 

 During the probation period the organisation will have access to Sport Ireland Coaching 
to help develop their coaching plans and pathways. 
 

 During the probationary period the organisation will have access to other non-funding 
support structures of Sport Ireland (such as Sport Ireland OD&C) to assist it in its path 
towards full recognition. 
 

 Once the NGB receives full recognition by Sport Ireland, there is no time limit on this 
status. 
 

5. Can Sport Ireland withdraw recognition from a NGB? 

 

 Sport Ireland reserves the right to suspend or withdraw recognition to a NGB in the 
following cases – (i) the NGB no longer demonstrates the ability to adhere to the 
Recognition Criteria (ii) the NGB is non-compliant with Sport Ireland’s Terms and 
Conditions of investment (iii) The NGB leaves the Sport Ireland Recognised Umbrella 
Body it is affiliated to (v) the NGB should fall into disrepute. 
 
The phrase ‘disrepute’ for these purposes includes but is not confined to misconduct of a serious nature 
that is not covered by specific offences set out in the Sport Ireland Recognition Criteria. In each case Sport 
Ireland shall be the sole arbiter as to whether the NGB is in disrepute. The following are examples of 
what Sport Ireland may view as “falling into disrepute” (a) conduct that is unbecoming of a recognised 
NGB; and/or (b) criminal conduct or other  misconduct; and/or (c) conduct that is or could be harmful 
to the interests, values and reputation of the sport; and/ or (d) conduct that does bring or could bring 
Sport Ireland and the Sport Ireland Recognition Process for NGBs into disrepute; and/or (e) any breach 
of Sport Ireland policies, and/or (f) committing any act, or permitting or suffering to be done, anything 
which has a negative impact on the image or reputation of Sport Ireland and/or the NGB or otherwise 
brings either of them into disrepute. The above examples at (a) – (f) do not represent an exhaustive list of 
examples but are merely provided to illustrate the types of circumstances in which Sport Ireland may find 
an NGB to be in disrepute. 

 

 Sport Ireland reserve the right to subject any Recognised or funded organisation to a fit 
for purpose audit. 

 
 
 



6. How is funding decided? 

 

 It must be noted that recognition by Sport Ireland of an NGB does not automatically 

confer the right to be allocated Sport Ireland funding. 

 

 Sport Ireland funding will be used to support a NGB in line with Sport Ireland’s strategic 

priorities and investment criteria. Sport Ireland may amend these priorities and criteria 

from time to time as it requires. 

 

 A NGB which is of a smaller scale and resources, may receive Sport Ireland funding 

primarily to support leadership and/or operations.  Such NGB is expected to 

demonstrate to the satisfaction of Sport Ireland that it is fit for purpose and complies 

with core governance, ethical, legal, operational, risk management and taxation/fiduciary 

policies to a standard acceptable to Sport Ireland. 

 

 Sport Ireland may, at its discretion , provide additional investment (where it deems it 

appropriate and where it is available) to a certain NGB for projects and programmes 

which contribute to improving participation, performance, leadership and/or operations 

in that Sport. 

 

 
 
 

7. What happens if two NGBs are seeking Sport Ireland recognition as the 

governing body for the same or similar sports? 

 

As outlined in Section 1 of the Recognition Criteria, Sport Ireland has no obligation to consider 
an application from an applicant body in relation to a sport which is similar to a sport of an 
existing Sport Ireland recognised NGB. 

 

In the case that two or more bodies (whether one of them (or both of them) are an applicant 
body or an existing NGB) are currently organising the development and regulation of a sport or 
sports which are similar (as determined by Sport Ireland), Sport Ireland may require those bodies 
to apply to Sport Ireland for recognition on the basis that they will co-operate with each other 
and form an umbrella body for the governance of the sport or sports.  
 
In a case where there is an existing NGB recognised by Sport Ireland organising the 
development and regulation of a sport or sports which is similar to the sport or sports in relation 
to which the applicant seeks recognition, Sport Ireland may recommend that the applicant body 
should seek affiliation to, or to develop a formal relationship with, the existing NGB. 

 
8. How long will it take to receive a response to the application? 

 

Each application for recognition is judged on its own merits, meaning that the level of 

complexity of each application may determine how long the assessment period is.  

 



The Sport Ireland Eligibility Committee meets as required throughout the year.  

 

9. When can an NGB apply for recognition? 

 

An NGB can apply for recognition at any time throughout the year. The application will then be 

considered at the next available Eligibility Committee meeting, bearing in mind that there may be 

a number of applications to process at any one time and it may not be possible to bring all 

applications to the next meeting.  

 

 

10. If a potential NGB application for recognition is unsuccessful, can it re-apply? 

 

The NGB can re-apply for recognition after 12 months. 

 

11. Is there an Appeals procedure? 

 

Yes, an NGB may appeal the decision not to offer them recognition status. Details of the 
appeals process followed by Sport Ireland can be found in Sport Ireland’s Recognition Criteria 
for National Governing Bodies of Sport 2018. 
 

 

12. Are NGBs subjected to audits from Sport Ireland? 

 

Yes. Sport Ireland expects that the Boards/leaders of the NGB will establish and adhere to their 
own annual internal auditing and compliance policies to demonstrate to themselves and their 
members that their sport is being led, governed and managed appropriately. 
 

Sport Ireland expects that an NGB will lead and respond to any weaknesses or issues identified 
in their internal audit and will initiate an implementation programme as necessary. Failure to do 
so could impact on future funding. 
 

Sport Ireland reserve the right to subject any Recognised or funded organisation to a fit for 
purpose audit. 
 

13. Is there a fee attached to recognition applications? 
 
Sport Ireland does not charge a fee for recognition applications but all costs of making the 
application must be met by the organisation submitting the application. 


