[image: image1.png]SPORT
IRELAND
TRAILS




TRAIL REGISTRATION INSPECTION

Sport Ireland Trails maintains a register of all recreational trails in Ireland, promotes standards for trails and accredits trails against these standards.  
Trail Registration Inspection
A Trail Registration Inspection is required to confirm that a newly developed trail meets the requirements of the Management Standards for Recreational Trails, published by Sport Ireland Trails. A full copy of the Management Standards can be downloaded at http://www.irishtrails.ie/publications.aspx and a summary of the standards and the scores available is provided below. 
When all development work is completed on a new trail (or group of trails), the agency responsible can request a Trail Registration Inspection with Sport Ireland Trails by completing the Trail Registration Inspection Checklist below. This can be returned via email to:
dcorrie@sportireland.ie 
or post to:

Sport Ireland Trails
Top Floor, Block A,

Westend Office Park,

Blanchardstown,

Dublin 15.
A trail registration inspection will then be scheduled. The inspection involves a Sport Ireland Trails inspector visiting the trail(s) and completing a trail inspection survey.  A Trail Registration Inspection Report is then issued confirming whether the trail complies with the standards and details any issues. A score sheet is used to summarise the findings of the trail registration inspection. 
Insurance
A Trail Registration Inspection is required to arrange for a trail which is on private property to be listed on the public liability insurance policy which Sport Ireland maintains.

Website
If the trail meets the requirements it will be included on the Irish Trails website www.irishtrails.ie which is maintained by Sport Ireland Trails. This website, which is publicly available, lists all trails in Ireland that meet the requirements of the Management Standards. 
CHECKLIST FOR FINAL INSPECTION OF CYCLE TRAIL

	1
	Name of Trail
	

	2
	Agency Responsible
	

	3
	Name of Main Contact Person
	

	4
	Contact Address
	

	5
	Telephone Number
	

	6
	E-mail Address
	

	7
	Length of Trail (km)
	

	8
	Length on private property (km) (if any).
	

	9
	Number of landowners impacted (if any).
	

	10
	Have all relevant landowners and occupiers been consulted and given permissions (including state land owners ). 
	

	11
	For sections on public roads has route been agreed with the local authority
	

	12
	Length of route on N or R  road or other busy roads (state km on each)
	

	13
	Length of route on quiet local road (km)
	

	14
	Length of trail off-road/traffic free (km)
	

	15
	Is the trail crossing any off-road area with an Environmental Designation?
	

	16
	Are there any National Monuments along any off-road sections of the trail route?
	

	17
	If yes to Q15 or Q16, have NPWS and/or the National Monuments Services been consulted?
	

	18
	Do you require inclusion on the Sport Ireland Trails /IPB insurance policy to provide indemnity insurance for private landowners? 
	

	Please confirm that the following: 

	19
	Trail Information on line/ Map board(s) in place

	

	20
	Signposting/Waymarking in place

	

	21
	Trail Surface is suitable for cycling

	

	22
	Route is clear of overgrown vegetation and litter 

	

	23
	Trail Furniture is in place where appropriate e.g. seating at rest areas, bike stands etc.

	

	24
	Car Parking is available close to trail head

	

	25
	Please conform copy of map at 1:50,000 scale with the route clearly shown and other information has been returned with this form.
	

	I have personally inspected the entire trail route and confirm I have seen that all development work is completed and all required trail furniture and waymarking is in place.

	
	Signed:


	Dated:


Explanatory Notes for Checklist for Pre-Registration Inspection of Trail

Item 3
It is essential that the contact person is familiar with the trail and in a position to accompany the inspector if required and discuss any issues found during the inspection or recommendations made by Sport Ireland Trails. 
Item 10
If land is rented to an occupier, permission should be obtained from both the landowner and the occupier.

Item 18
Indemnity insurance is required for all private landowners/occupiers of land on or adjacent to the trail.  It is possible for all developed and approved waymarked trails to be included under a policy administered by Sport Ireland Trails and Irish Public Bodies (IPB) Mutual Insurance Ltd. 


Note that insurance for sections of the trail on land owned by state bodies is not covered by the IPB insurance policy. It is essential that if the trail is on any such land, this has been agreed with the bodies concerned. 

Note also that the IPB insurance does not currently cover situations where the trail is on land owned by a limited company. This does not apply to individual farmers who have formed a limited company for the purpose of running their business. 
INFORMATION FOR NATIONAL TRAILS REGISTER 

AND WWW.IRISHTRAILS.IE

If you would like your trail(s) to be listed on the National Trails Register and promoted on www.irishtrails.ie, the most comprehensive listing of trails in Ireland, please supply the following information
	
	County
	

	
	Format – Linear or Looped
	

	
	Ascent - total ascent included in cycle in metres
	

	
	Grade - – see page 24 in http://www.irishtrails.ie/National_Trails_Office/Publications/trails_classification.pdf
	

	
	Time Required to cycle trail
	

	
	Description of waymarking (colour of arrows and background)
	

	
	Nearest town or village to start
	

	
	Local services such as car parking, shops, restaurants/cafés, accommodation, etc.
	

	
	Start point
	

	
	Grid reference of start point
	

	
	Finish point (if different from start)
	

	
	Grid reference of finish point (if different from start)
	

	
	Name of trail guidebook available
	

	
	OSI Discovery Series map sheet number/s
	

	
	Trail management details for public to contact regarding any queries or issues
	

	
	Public transport (bus or train)
	

	
	Brief description of trail (this should highlight the attractions, views, terrain and general impression of the trail rather than giving directions)
	

	
	Map in pdf format which is suitable for those using the trail
	

	
	Signed:


	Dated:


Summary of Management Standards for Cycling Trails

The following requirements apply to all waymarked cycling trails (with the exception of trails designed specifically for mountain biking) and will be the criteria for accreditation and listing on the Irish Trails website – www.irishtrails.ie. 

1. Mandatory Requirements

These requirements are generic for all types of trails and do not necessarily impact all cycling trails/routes.

a) Permission

All sections of the trail/route must have permitted access from relevant landowners.

b) Indemnification

The owners/occupiers of any private property over which the route passes must be indemnified against negligence claims by a user, for accident, damage or injury sustained while using the trail/route. 

c) Safety

Significant safety hazards which are likely to endanger a cyclist should be avoided if possible. However, if there are such hazards (whether permanent or temporary) appropriate measures must be implemented to minimise the risk. Examples include:

· Where a route goes from a traffic free section onto a busy road.

· Where a route uses a very busy road (without a hard shoulder or cycle lane).

· Where there is a very steep descent.

· Where the cyclist suddenly comes to a section with a loose surface.

Appropriate measures could include warning about potential hazards in the information about the route, and warning on signage in advance of the hazard. 

Note: In the case of cycling routes - something which may be a hazard on a route of a lower grade may not be an issue on a route of a higher grade - e.g. something which is not a hazard for a frequent cyclist may be a hazard on a route intended for use by families. 

d) Responsibility for Route Management

There must be an organization or body which accepts responsibility for the management of the route.

If the prerequisites have been met, routes will be assessed under the Headings (2-7) listed below. The details of the requirements under these headings are provided below. The elements of the criteria will be scored using a weighted scoring system. The weighting will reflect the relative importance of the item to the enjoyment and experience of the trail user. 

Assuming the mandatory requirements have been met, a route will be considered accredited if the score for each of the Headings (2-7), and the overall score, are equal to or exceeds 70%. Routes with a score of less than 70% will not be accredited and therefore will not be considered suitable for promotion, until the issues identified are addressed.

1. Trail Information (200 points)

Information about the trail should be available to users as follows:

Basic information about routes must be available on an information board at the trail head(s) and in a brochure (paper) which is also to be available for download from a website.

The Information board, brochure or website information should include:

a. A map showing a clearly defined route with sufficient detail to allow the route to be followed on the map, a start and finish point, and a ‘you are here’ pointer - (on information boards only).

b. Information on the route grading (difficulty rating), including a definition of the grades.

c. The length of the route, the total ascent in metres (amount of climbing), and the estimated time to complete the route by a cyclist for whom the route is suitable – (for example if a route is intended for a frequent leisure cyclist - route graded moderate - the time should be an estimation of the time such a cyclist would take to complete the route).

d. A visual example of the type of waymarking/signposting used on the route. 

e. A brief description of what to expect on the route (including points of interest and a description of the terrain).

f. Reminder of safety guidelines and suitable equipment which should be carried - e.g. respect the presence of other road users, obey the rules of the road, wear a helmet, carry a spare tube, suitable tools and a pump, wear suitable clothing for varied weather conditions, etc.

g. Contact details for the nearest emergency services.

h. The Leave No Trace Principles or Countryside Code Principles must be included on the information board.

i. A contact email for users to provide feedback, and/or report incidents or issues on the route. 

j. Where available, information on the location of the nearest bike hire and/or bike repair service should be provided. 

2. The Route (200 points)
a. The route should use only roads which would be considered suitable for cycling, or have specific facilities for cycling. Busy roads should be avoided. This will typically include National Roads and Regional Roads (that do not have specific facilities), but may include other roads with high traffic volumes. It may be necessary to use such roads on some routes, and guidelines regarding this are provided in the Route Grading Table in Appendix 2.

b. Where a route uses a public road - signage should be erected at appropriate locations to warn motorists that cyclists may be encountered on the road.

c. Cycle routes must be designed such that they reflect the grading as defined in the Classification and Grading Guidelines - e.g. a route graded as ‘Easy’ and suitable for ‘Infrequent Leisure Cyclists’ must meet the requirements defined for such a route in terms of length, ascent and maximum gradient.

d. All sections of the route must be unobstructed and passable without the need for cyclists to dismount to open a gate or to lift a bike over a barrier of any kind. 

3. Waymarking (200 points)
a. At the trailhead there should be clear and obvious waymarking/signposting indicating which way the route(s) go. 

b. Where there are junctions on a route, or where there is a risk of the user diverting from the route, waymarking/signposting must be provided.

c. Also, at such junctions, waymarkers/signposts must be secure and correctly aligned, and clearly pointing in the direction of travel.

d. Waymarkers/signposts must be clean, clearly visible to an approaching cyclist, and free from overgrown vegetation; on a route intended for travel in both directions the waymarker/signpost must be clearly visible from both directions. 

e. If designed as a route for one-way use only, this must be stated on the Information Board, maps of the route, and on any other sources of information about the route.

f. The same design of waymarker/signpost and marking standard must be used consistently throughout an entire route. 

g. If there are multiple routes in the same area, waymarkers/signposts must be coloured or numbered differently for each route, such that each route can be clearly identified and followed.

h. Any temporary diversions on the route must be clearly waymarked/signposted. 

4. Trail Surface (200 points)
The surface on cycle routes should be as smooth as possible and suitable for use on a road bike - i.e. a bike with narrow tyres designed primarily for use on tarred roads). Unless a mountain bike is used, roads with a rough surface are at best difficult and uncomfortable to cycle on, and at worst they can be dangerous.
a. The surface should be sealed and suitable for cycling on a road bike. Surfaces should be even and consistent throughout, and will typically be asphalted or tarred roads.  Roads with a rough, uneven, or pot holed surface are not acceptable. 

b. The cycling surface should be free from erosion, and there should be no loose material present. Under normal conditions it should not be flooded or wet. 

Note: For traffic free routes/trails which are designed for ‘Families’ or ‘Occasional Cyclists’, the sealed surface may consist of compacted gravel and dust. In such cases users should be clearly advised of this, and the use of hybrid style bikes with slightly wider tyres should be recommended.

5. Vegetation and Litter (100 points)
a. At all times the route must be kept clear of vegetation encroaching on the cycling space at the edge of the road - e.g. long grass, branches, briars, etc. should not protrude onto the road space, such that they require a cyclist to move out towards the centre of the road or otherwise adjust his/her cycling position to avoid them. (Note: hedge cutting is prohibited between 1st March and 31st August).

b. Waymarkers/signposts must not be obscured by vegetation. 

c. The route must be monitored for, and kept free from, litter, broken glass and fly-tipped waste. 

6./7 Services and Facilities (100 points)

a. Suitable car parking space must be available at the trailhead. The amount of car parking space available should be appropriate for the typical level of route usage. 

b. Furniture on a cycling route includes such items as: 

· Information Boards

· Signage

· Bike Racks

· Seating

Any such furniture must be designed, constructed, installed and maintained such that it is fit for purpose, robust, reliable and safe. 

c. For a route greater than 40km in length, it is recommended that somewhere on the route there should be facilities where food and drinks can be purchased (preferably as close as possible to the mid-point). 

d. It is recommended that services providing bike hire and bike repairs should be made available close to the trail head where possible.

e. It is recommended that route providers should identify cycle friendly accommodation in the vicinity of the route, and maintain a list which could be made available to route users. (Note: this item is not included in the scoring at present).

Total points available = 1000
� Sport Ireland maintains a public liability insurance policy with Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurance Ltd which indemnifies private landowners who give permission for trails to be developed on their property. Trails can be listed on the policy by contacting Sport Ireland Trails.
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